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For Immediate Release 

Brian Ellison, Libertarian Candidate for US Senator in Michigan will hold a rally to protest the 

announced implementation of Roadside Drug Testing 

November 13, 2017 

CONTACT: Committee to Elect Brian Ellison, Candidate for US Senate, Brian Ellison, brian@ellison4senate.com. 

Madison Heights, MI – On November 25, 2017, at 11:00 AM, Brian Ellison and his campaign will hold a protest at the SW 

corner of S. Main St. & E. Stadium Blvd. in Ann Arbor to let the public know that he will not be silent when the state 

chooses to violate people’s rights. All individuals who believe in freedom are invited to join.   

The implementation of Public Act No. 243 (SB 434), establishes a 1 year pilot program for the use of oral fluid analysis, as 

described in Public Act No. 242 (SB 207). This roadside drug testing, as well as the use of the swab itself, are clear 

violations of rights explicitly protected under the 4th amendment. 

These new acts allow law enforcement to insist any operator of a motor vehicle submit to an oral fluid analysis, if the 

officer has “reasonable cause” to believe the person is impaired or under the influence of a controlled substance. As a top 

graduate of the Wayne County Regional Police Academy, Brian understands the highly subjective nature of reasonable 

cause as a law enforcement tool.  As our legislators continue to loosen restrictions on police behavior, and create more 

opportunities for police intervention, law enforcement will find it easier than ever to justify reasonable cause, and more 

needless arrests will be made.  

These new laws also provides for the issuance of a civil infraction for individuals who invoke their constitutional rights. 

This a clear attempt by the state to violate protected rights, by allowing law enforcement to use coercive force against 

citizens. This type of law also further engrains the concept of state control over individuals and is contrary to the concepts 

of liberty that this country was founded upon. 

Oral fluid analysis kits have been shown to be statistically unreliable and can detect the presence of controlled substances 

long after impairment has subsided. Additionally, having a prescription does not have any effect on an officer’s ability to 

require the test. The law specifically states that “A peace officer…may arrest a person in whole…upon the results of a 

preliminary oral fluid analysis.” To be clear, this law allows an authoritarian figure to take away the freedom of a person 

who presents no danger to others, and who has not committed any crime! Only after the results of blood tests (taken after 

the arrest, either voluntarily or coercively) are returned are innocent parties exonerated. By this time, the wrongful arrest 

has already been extremely costly to the victim. Brian Ellison, and his campaign, believe there are few greater violations 

of a human being than to take away their liberty without cause. 

This law will not make the public any safer. It simply gives law enforcement another tool of oppression as the legislature in 

Lansing continues their assault on the peaceful people of Michigan. 
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