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For Immediate Release 

Brian Ellison, Libertarian Candidate for US Senator in Michigan will hold a rally to protest the 

announced implementation of Roadside Drug Testing 

November 20, 2017 

CONTACT: Committee to Elect Brian Ellison, Candidate for US Senate, Brian Ellison, 586-899-8766, 

brian@ellison4senate.com. 

Madison Heights, MI – On November 25, 2017, at 11:00 AM, Brian Ellison and his campaign will hold a protest at the SW 

corner of S. Main St. & E. Stadium Blvd. in Ann Arbor to let the public know that the state legislature is using arrest and 

conviction of innocent people as a tool for fundraising.  

This month the Michigan State Police (MSP) began implementing their roadside drug testing program in Berrien, Delta, 

Kent, St. Clair and Washtenaw counties. MSP claims that the newly implemented roadside drug testing program is to 

"combat the dangers of drugged driving". A close look at some statistics seems to tell us otherwise. 

The MSP press release from November 2nd states that, "Over the last several years, Michigan has seen a steady 

increase in fatal crashes involving drivers impaired by drugs. In 2016, there were 236 drug-involved traffic fatalities, which 

is an increase of 32 percent from 179 drug-involved traffic fatalities in 2015." These bills were introduced in 2015 and 

signed into law in mid-2016, so we could surmise that this legislation was not based on statistical data from 2016.  

From 2006-2014, statistics show a steady decrease in fatal traffic accidents involving alcohol or drugs. In 2015, there was 

an increase of 2.6% in the percentage of fatal traffic accidents involving alcohol or drugs. More specifically, there was an 

increase of 2.8% in alcohol involved fatal traffic accidents. Based on the information that was available at the time this bill 

was drafted, there was no upward trend of drug involved traffic fatalities as MSP claims. 

These statistics can be found on the Michigan Traffic Crash Decade-At-A-Glance report, produced by the Traffic Crash 

Reporting Unit of the MSP. There is another statistic that likely has more impact on the state’s decision to adopt this 

legislation; from 2006-2015, there was a 36.7% decrease in OUIL (Operating under the influence of liquor) arrests! This 

number decreased from 53,297 in 2006 to 33,720 in 2015. This should be reason to celebrate, right? Maybe not if your 

agency’s budget is affected by the number of arrests. 

According to a brochure entitled Cost of a DUI (published online by MSP) the average government costs for a DUI 

conviction are approximately $5,700. If all of this is true, then the government collected $111 million less in drunk/drugged 

driving revenue in 2015 compared to 2006. Instead of telling the truth, that impaired driving has been in a steady decline 

from 2006-2015, the state used misinformation and fear tactics to justify the enactment of another onerous law to help 

feed the starving coffers. 

Brian Ellison thinks that the state should find less violent and oppressive forms of fundraising or cut spending before 

enacting laws that are designed to take away freedom from peaceful people for the sake of generating revenue. 
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